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THE WEST BANK ELECTIONS 
ANTICR: LAST HONDAY, THE PEOPLE LIVING ON THE “EST BANK OF THE 
JORDAN REVEN---A TERRITORY OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL---"LECTED MUNICIPAL 
COUNCILS FOR SEVENTEEN CITIES AiJD TO'N'S, VOA NEW!IS ANALYST ROIALD 
J. DUIILAVEY DISCUSSED THE RESULTS: 
VOICE: COPT) TiUiIICIPAL ELECTIONS ARE NOT USUALLY MATTERS OF INTER~ 
UATIONAL TITERCST, BUT THE VEST BANK ELECTIONS ARE A DIFFERENT 
HATTER. THEIR RESULTS CAH AFFECT THE COURSE OF ARAS-ISRAELI 
RELATIONS AHD, IM THE LONG RUN, THE PROSPECTS FOR PEACE IN THE 
IDDLE EAST, FOR THIS REASON, THE OUTCOME OF LAST [iOlDAY'S 
ELECTIONS “AS CLOSELY VATCHED BOTH IN AND OUTSIDE THE MICDLE 
EAST. CEND OPT) 

THE WEST BAUK ELECTION VAS UNUSUAL Ii! THE SENSE THAT IT WAS 
TOLERATED AND EVEN ARRANGED BY THE OCCUPYING POHER, ISRAEL--- 
EVEN THOUGH HiAHY ISRAELIS SUSPECTED THAT THE RESULTS MIGHT BE 
TVIHICAL TO THEIR INTERESTS. AS FOR THE RESULTS THEI'SELVES, 

THEY WAVE SETI! VARIOUSLY INTERPRETED, SOME OBSERVERS RELIEVE 
THAT THEY REP.ESENT A VICTORY FOR THE PALESTINE LISERATION 
OfGANIZATION, WHILE OTHERS THII'K THE COMIUNISTS NAY HAVE BEEN 
THE REAL VIWIERS, HANY SEE IT AS SIGHALLING THE RISE OF A NEV 
AID YOUNGER WEST BANK LEADERSHIP LARGELY COMMITTED NOT TO THE 
P.L.O. OR TO REUNION WITH JORDAI! BUT RATHER TO SOME FOR! 

OF CST BAHK INDIGEHOUS HATIONALISH, AND WHILE HOST ANALYSTS 
TEND TO SEE THE RESULTS AS FORESHADOWING FUTURE TROUBLE WITH 
ISRAEL Tit ITS DEALINGS ‘ITH THE WEST BANK ARABS, THERE ARE THOSE 
(RIO SPECULATE OW THE POSSICILITY OF A HUTUALLY=CENEFICIAL 


DIALOGUE, THERE'S SPECULATION TOO, THAT THE NEW WEST 
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BANK LEADERSHIP MIGHT PROVIDE ISRAEL WITH AN ALTERNATIVE TO 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE P.L.O, -=- OR CONCEIVABLY NUDGE THE ISRAELIS 
AND THE P.L.O. IM THE DIRECTION OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH EACH OTHER. 
ON THREE CONCLUSIONS, HOWEVER, ONE MIGHT SAY THERE IS ALMOST 
UNIVERSAL AGREEMENT. ONE IS THAT THE ELECTION RESULTS INDICATE 
A FURTHER GROWTH IN THE CONCEPT OF PALESTINIAN IDENTITY. A 
SECOND IS THAT THE RESULTS ARE HARDLY ENCOURAGING FOR THOSE WHO 
ADVOCATE AN EVENTUAL REUNION OF THE WEST BANK WITH JORDAN, 
AND THE THIRD IS THAT THE RESULTS ARE A WARNING SIGNAL TO 
ISRAEL ABOUT THE DIFFICULTIES INHERENT IN CONTINUED OCCUPATION 
OF ARAB TERRITORIES, 
IT IS WORTH HOTING THAT THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT HAS PLANNED 
A REVIEW OF THE WHOLE SITUATION AFTER THE ELECTIONS. OBVIOUSLY, 
SOME HARD DECISIONS \!ILL HAVE TO DE MADE. THE ISRAELI HMINISTER 
OF DEFENSE, SHIMON PERES, HAS GEEI! QUOTED AS DESCRIBING 
THE ELECTIONS AS "A VICTORY FOR ISRAELI DEMOCRACY." 8UT HE 
ALSO ADDED THAT THE ELECTION RESULTS ARE---IN HIS WORDS~--"A 
NATIONAL CHALLENGE tfITH WHICH WE WILL HAVE TO GRAPPLE," 
IT WOULD BE HARD TO DISAGREE WITH HIM. AND IT WOULD BE EQUALLY 
HARD NOT TO COHCLUDE THAT THE ELECTION RESULTS ALSO SERVE 
AS ONE MORE RENINDER FOR NEGCTIATING INITIATIVES--- 
INITIATIVES THAT WILL LEAD TO A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION NOT ONLY 
OF THE WEST BANK ISSUE BUT ALSO OF THE WHOLE ARAS-ISRAELT 
CONFLICT. 
=O 


